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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CARSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. HOOLEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BERMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BERMAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

HONESTY IN GOVERNMENT, PRES-
ERVATION OF SOCIAL SECURITY,
AND RELATED ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COBURN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to have several Members of Con-
gress join me today, and we are going
to talk about several issues, but I
wanted to start out on this one, and I
want to apologize to the people who are
seeing this over C–SPAN in that they
cannot read it. But I think it shows a
tremendous disparity in our foreign
policy that most of us do not under-
stand, and I think we are not very well
educated on it as a Nation.

So I want to take some information
that is provided by our State Depart-
ment. This is the latest year’s report
on two separate countries that we have
dealings with presently. This is the re-
port straight from the U.S. State De-
partment’s 1998 Human Rights Prac-
tices Report.

Country A: The government’s human
rights record worsened significantly
during the last year. There were prob-
lems in many areas, including
extrajudicial killings, disappearances,
torture, brutal beatings, arbitrary ar-
rests and arbitrary detentions.

Country B: This government’s human
rights record deteriorated sharply be-
ginning in the final months of 1998 with
a crackdown against organized polit-
ical dissent. Abuses included instances
of extrajudicial killings, torture, and
mistreatment of prisoners, forced con-
fessions, arbitrary arrests and deten-
tion, lengthy incommunicado deten-
tion, and denial of due process.

Country A: The government infringes
on the citizen’s right to privacy.

Country B: The government infringes
on the citizen’s right to privacy.

Country A: The government severely
restricts freedom of speech and of the
press.

Country B: The government contin-
ued restrictions on freedom of speech
and of the press.

Country A: Discrimination and vio-
lence against women remained a seri-
ous problem. Discrimination against
religious and ethnic minorities wors-
ened during the year.

Country B: Discrimination against
women, minorities and the disabled, vi-
olence against women, including coer-
cive family planning practices, which
included forced abortion and forced
sterilization, prostitution, trafficking
in women and children and abuse of
children are all problems.

Country A: The government infringed
on freedom of worship by minority reli-
gions and restricted freedom of move-
ment.

Country B: Serious human rights
abuses persisted in minority areas
where restrictions on religion and
other fundamental freedoms intensi-
fied.

Country A: Police committed numer-
ous serious and systematic human
rights abuses.

Country B: Security police and per-
sonnel were responsible for numerous
human rights abuses.

Country A is a constitutional repub-
lic; country B is an authoritarian
state.

Let me describe these two countries.
This is Yugoslavia. We are presently
bombing it as we speak. This is China.
We presently give them Most Favored
Nation’s status. The President just
spent a week in association with trying
to establish World Trade Organization
status. There is something wrong with
our foreign policy when we take two
countries who have equal human rights
abuses, one we are trying to make a
friend and do things for economically;
the other we are bombing. Very, very
difficult for us to understand.

As we bring about this discussion of
the bombing and the war, the only rea-
son I want to bring it up is because of
how it is going to impact what the
major topic is that I want to talk
about, and that is honesty in govern-
ment and the preservation of the So-
cial Security system and the utiliza-
tion of Social Security funds for Social
Security and not something else. I
would like to yield to my friend from
Minnesota (Mr. GUTKNECHT).

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, for
the benefit of Members like myself who
were not listening carefully at the be-
ginning of your presentation, it sound-
ed as if you were quoting from some
magazine or document. Where did the
gentleman get the quotes he was talk-
ing about?

Mr. COBURN. This is from the
United States Department of State Re-
port on Human Rights Practices for
1998. This is our government’s own
evaluation of these two countries.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, one
of the countries was Serbia and the
other was China?

Mr. COBURN. Correct.
Mr. GUTKNECHT. It is hard to tell

which was which from the comments?

Mr. COBURN. One cannot tell which
is which from these excerpts from the
Human Rights Report.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. This is a non-
partisan group in the State Depart-
ment?

Mr. COBURN. This is a nonpartisan
group. This does not have anything to
do with Republicans or Democrats.
This has to do with our international
relations and our assessment of human
rights status, and we do this on every
country that we deal with, it is re-
quired by law, and here is the assess-
ment for those two countries.
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It blows the mind to think that we

have the same evaluation by the U.S.
State Department, and one country we
are trying to befriend and economi-
cally aid, and the other country we are
bombing today.

THE BUDGET

Mr. COBURN. What I really want to
talk about today is the budget, the
money. The U.S. Congress for the last
45 to 50 years has been dishonest with
the American public about the budget.

I am in my third and final term as a
Member of the House from Oklahoma. I
am a practicing physician. I have con-
tinued to practice medicine since I
have been in the House. I delivered 97
babies last year as a Member of Con-
gress. It is the thing I do that I think
keeps my perspective the same as those
people that I represent.

I heard in the State of the Union, and
I also would tell the Members that I
am not partisan; my district is mainly
Democrats, and I am reelected as a Re-
publican because I am seen as non-
partisan.

But I want to share some of the
things that the President said in his
State of the Union, and then I want to
show the Members that the govern-
ment is complicit in being less than
honest with the American public about
where our financial situation is, what
the risk of that is to us for the future,
what the risk is for our children and
grandchildren, and that we tend to
minimize, and we talk out of two sets
of books.

The first principle that I want to
make sure that we understand is the
only time the Federal Government
really has a surplus is when the debt
goes down for our children.

We currently have almost $6 trillion
of debt that my grandchildren, and I
have two of them, they are going to
help repay that debt. That is because
we have used a double accounting
standard. We do not speak as a body
truthfully to the American public
about our accounting system or our
deficits and our surplus, and neither
does the executive branch.

I want to use a couple of points to
bring that out, and then I really want
to try to make sure that the American
public knows where we are in the social
security trust fund, how we solve that
problem, and what a surplus is and
what a surplus is not. Because we con-
tinually hear today that we are in a
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